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“Now, you who read, judge between the gods and me. They gave me nothing  

in the world to love but Psyche and then took her from me. . . .  

Let them answer my charge if they can.” 

 

Why Should Beauty Hide its Face? 

In Till We Have Faces, Christian apologist C.S. Lewis transforms the ancient myth of Cupid and 

Psyche into a dramatic exploration of human and divine love. What is the beauty in human love? 

Can it keep from being selfish, or are we destined to hurt those most dear to us? What of God’s 

love; is it any better? And if He is loving, if He is anything more than a cruel tyrant—if, indeed, 

He is beautiful—why should He hide his face? 

Princess Orual, the oldest and ugliest of three sisters, has learned not to expect love from 

anyone—except from her lovely sister, Psyche, whom she cares for with fierce devotion. 

However, to Orual’s horror, the gods of their pagan kingdom soon grow jealous of Psyche’s 

astonishing beauty. Desperate to hold onto the only love she has ever known, Orual determines 

to save Psyche and to demand light in a land where divine things are always shrouded in 

darkness.  

Till We Have Faces is Orual’s story of her encounter with the gods: how they stole from her, hid 

from her, and punished her for what she could not help—being mortal. It is her testimony 

against the gods, accusing them as if before a judge. But she knows they will not answer. 

 

 Meetings 

The reading group will be held from 6:00-8:00 PM on Wednesday nights at the Abigail Adams 

Institute. We will begin on June 19th and meet every week through July 31st, except for the week 

of July 4th. Refreshments will be provided. 

 

 



Reading Schedule 

Topic Date Chapters Pages 

Week 1:  
The gods demand a sacrifice 
 

June 19 Part I, I-V 1-64 

Week 2:  
Why Should Your Heart Not 
Dance? 
 

June 26 Part I, VI-IX 65-116 

Week of July 4th: No meeting 
 
 

July 3  No Meeting  

Week 3:  
A Theft of Love 
 

July 10 Part I, X-XIII 117-174 

Week 4: 
Hidden Faces 
 

July 17 Part I, XIV-XVII 175-230 

Week 5: 
Holy Places are Dark Places 
 

July 24 Part I, XVIII-XXI 231-284 

Week 6: 
Are the Gods Unjust? 

Jul 31 Part II, I-IV 285-352 

 


