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Talk Abstract 
 
Is Jacques Maritain’s 1943 exhortation that we are so attached to educational techniques that 
we have forgotten the true ends of education relevant to debates on free speech on college 
campuses? Arguments in favor of free speech, such as that of Yale’s Woodward Report, are 
grounded in a conviction that the search for truth is an inherent part of human freedom that 
must be cultivated in order for humans to properly direct knowledge towards building virtuous 
societies. When critics of free speech, such as Herbert Marcuse, reject truth-seeking as the end 
of education, what does their argument imply about human freedom and good societies?  
 
Readings: 
 
Jacques Maritain, Education at The Crossroads. Chapter 1, “The Aims of Education,” pp. 1-28. 
New Haven: Yale University Press, 1943. 
 
Herbert Marcuse. “Repressive Tolerance.”  1968 
 
“Report of the Committee on Free Expression at Yale.” (Known as the Woodward Report). 1974.  
 
Speaker Bio: Margarita Mooney is an Associate Professor in the Department of Practical 
Theology at Princeton Theological Seminary, where she teaches classes such as philosophy of 
social science, religion and social theory, and intentional communities. She received her B.A. in 
Psychology from Yale University and her Ph.D. in Sociology from Princeton University. Before 
returning to Princeton, she was on the faculty of the Sociology Departments at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill and Yale. Her current research focuses on suffering and resilience, 
combining various sociological methods with insights from philosophy and theology to 
understanding the impact of traumatic events on one’s sense of self, relationships with others, 
and experiences of the sacred. In 2016, she started Scala Foundation, a nonprofit dedicated to 
reinvigorating classical liberal arts education and preserving the ideas and practices necessary 
to maintain a free society. This talk is one of the core modules in Scala’s summer seminar that 
examines contemporary debates about the ends of education in light of the crisis of modernity 
and philosophical anthropology.  
 
 

http://margaritamooney.com/
http://scalafoundation.org/
http://scalafoundation.org/rediscovering-integral-humanism/

